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A REVIEW OF TIMES PAST, 
AND CONTEMPLATIONS ON FUTURE PROSPECTS, 


Humbly attempted for general instruciion, and to excite pious 
meditations, fc. Or, 


THE EDITORS’ NEW YEAR’S-GIFT, 


TO THEIR GENEROUS READERS. 


Pith ase year is gone. Yes, irrecoverably gone.— 


Millions are gone with it to the grave, and to judgment. 
All the living, folemn thought! have been wafted on one year 
nearer to eternity and their final doom. With millions this 
will be the laft year. Great numbers will live but a {mali 
part of it. Every portion of time, each month, and day, and 
hour, is pregnant with great events. There is not a minute 
in which there are not more perfons exchanging worlds, and 
going to judgment, than there are feconds in it.* All begin 
their new year, with an entire uncertainty what will be the 
events of it with refpeét to themfelves. No one can deter- 
mine that he fhall not be the firft who fhall be called to mourn 


* According to the common efimate of mortality, abcut thirty-five 
or thirty-fix millions die annually, and about feventy or sighty every 
minute, , Aa 
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for the lofs of his deareft enjoyments, or whofe days fhall be 
numbered and finifhed. For man alfo knoweth not his time, 
The eternal happinefs or mifery of every man beyond the 
grave, depends wholly on the manner in which he employs 
the fleeting, precarious moments appointed to him upon the 
earth. Every day and hour will either increafe his treafure 
in heaven, and eternally enhance the glory and bleflednefs of 
his future reward, or add to the magnitude of his guilt, and 
forever increafe the feverity of his punifhment. In this view 
how fhould every mind be imprefl-d with the propriety and 
force of the apoftolic injunion 5 See then that ye walk circum- 
fpe€tly, not as fools, but as wife, redeeming the time, becaufe the. 
days are evil, ‘The words import, that the wifdom of man 
conlifteth in the redemption and right ufe of time, and that te 
embezzle, or mifimprove it, is the moft egregious folly. But 
what is time? What is it to redeem time ? May not an an- 
fwer to thefe inquiries lead us to fuch a view of times paft 
and times to came, as fhall furnifh us with meditations fuita- 
ble for the New- Year’s day ? Meditations calculated to make 
us wife and ufeful while we live, and honourable anrd bleffed 
when time with us fhhall be no more, 

Time, ina general fenfe, is the meafure of the earthly cre- 
ation in its prefent manner of exiftence. When the Creator 
faid, Let there be light, and there was light, and the evening 
and the morning were the firft day, time bagan. When the 
trump of God fhall found, the dead arife, and the earth and 
the works that are therein fhall be burnt up, time will be no 
more. ‘The elect will be gathered in, and the my fiery of God 


finifhed. TI he duration of time, probably, will be between 


feven and eight thoufand years. Abeut 2,514 elapfd before 
the giving of the law at Mount Sinai. From that time to 
the birth of Chrift, was about 1,486 years, making in the 
whole 4,000 years. The term from the advent of our Saviour 
to the millenium, or thoufand years of light, purity and peace 
to the church, is generally computed, from the prophetie re- 
prefentations, at 2,000 more. This glorious Sabbath of a 
thoufand years, will make the complete term of 7,000 years. 
Iris written, After that Sataz must be loofed a little feafan, and 


frall go out to deceive the nations, which are in the four quarters 


of the earth; and to gather them together, to compafs the 
camp of the faints about. Chrift is then reprefented as com- 
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inz tothe complete deliverance of the church, the total over- 
throw of his enemies, and to the judgment af the world.—- 
This, according to the common ceurfe of providence, may 
be accomplifhed in a few centuries. As the Divine Spirit 
hath termed ita little feafon, and as no events are affigned to 
it, but the fudden and great apoftacy, and the gathering to- 
gether of the wicked to compafs the camp of the faints about, 
and the holy city, it is reafunable to believe that the time will 
be fhort. 

The whole duration of time, be it longer or fhorter, | is laid 
out to a moment in the divine purpofe, with all its different 
periods and events. He hath appointed the time of the rife, 
duration, and fall of kingdoms and empires, the countries in 
which they were to flourifh, and the time, place and circum- 
ftances of every man’s exiftence. nd hath made of one blood 
all nations of men, for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and 
hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of 
their habitation. He hath laid out ali the great periods of 
time: That from the creation to the deluge; trom that to the 
giving of the law ; and thence to the coming of the Me‘fiah. 
He determined the period from the incarnation of the Saviour 
unto the rife of Mahomet and the man of fin; in which he 
would fupport the church under the heathen beaft; and the 
1269 years of the reign of the man of fin, that mndbus of ini- 
quity, who exalreth himfelf above all that is called God. He 
devifed and laid out the thoufand years, which is to be a glo. 
rious Sabbath of reft and jey to the ehurch, the j: idzment of 
the great day, and all the fmaller periods of which thofe grand 
diviitons have been, or will be compofed ; and all the events 
with which they have been, or fall be filled. The ey are all 
times which he hath put in his power, and the events of which 
he has governed, and will govern, according to his purpofe ; 
for his own glory, and the perfection and bleficdnefs of his 
moral kingdom. 

The times of men are all in his hands. Man’s time is that 
period which God hath appointed him in the prefent world. 
Ail but this, to him, is eternity, be it ever fo fhart. Js there 

not an efparntad time unto man upon earth? His days are deter- 

mined, the number of bis months are with thee; thou hast fet bis 

bcunds that he cannot pafs. There is a particular hour or mo- 
Aa 2 
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ment which is termed man’s time. ‘This is the hour or me. 
ment of his diffolution. For man alfo knoweth not his time, 
This is emphatically his time, as it is to Fim the end of all 
time and opportunities, the commencement of eternity, and 
determines his endlefs condition. 

All the great and all the fmall divifions of time, teem with 
events worthy of God. He fuffers not a moment to pafs 
without effeCting fomething for his glory and the good of his 
kingdom. 

Time accomgl fhes all. thofe events by which God is glori- 
fied, his church ercted, fan@ified, protected, finally faved and 
glorified. Time wit! prevare all the veflels of mercy for glo- 
ry, and fit all the veficls of wrath for deftruGtien. There is 
hot a moment of time well improved, but what will honour 
the Creator, add luftre to the crowns, and increafe the jcys of 
the faints forever, Every day and hour mifimproved, will 
increafe the fhame and punifhment of the finner through inter- 
minable ages. Of time no man can boaft. No, not of to- 
morrow, not of an hotir, not efa moment. For it is written, 
Ina moment he fhall die. Of time no man knows the worth, 
This is a defcriptive fketch of time. Well hath the peet 
faid, 

‘© On all important time, through every age, 
Though much, and warm the wife have urged 5 the man 


Is yet unborn, who duly wiighs an hour.” 

But what is it to redeem time? To redeem is to recover, 
sr ranfom by paving a price, or by extraordinary exertions 
and diligence. The term is metaphorical, alluding to mer- 
ehants, who watch all opportunities for commerce; deny 
themfelves fleep, eafe and pleafure, and {pare no pains to get 
gain. Sometimes it means, the making up of loft time, by 
uncommon activity and diligence afterwards. At other times 
it implies extraordinary exertion and double diligence, by 
which as much is accomplifhed in one day or year, as other- 
wife would have been done in twodays er years; by whic: 
one half of the time is redeemed for fome other employment. 
In either of thefe views, it implies a careful avoiding of all 
mifpenfe of time, and employirg the whole of it, with a@tivity 
and diligence, for the beft purpofes. 

Particularly, it implies a fiudious recevering it from all 
ungeceflary flcep and drowfinefs ; from Moth, idlenefs, ealty 
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paftimes and fenfua! pleafurcs; from gan ing and ali un! tavful 
divertions, exercifes aid éinploymiencs. i. implies the m of 
cautious puarding againft all mifpénfe of tine. Te imptics 
fome proper fenfe of che incftimabie worth of time, 2b iat Sb 
ligat:ons to redeem it, and of the immenfe importance of it to 
ouriclves and others, “This enters fo deeply into the idea of 
redeeming time, that without it no perfun will be engaged in 
wis momentous employment. 

Redeeming time, implies tecove ring it from impenitence, 
unbelief, ung: dline Sand a ftate of fin. Let men be ever io 
bufily em loved even to the decpheong hour, in the affairs of 
the world, and yet neglect God and their fouls, they have 
been idle, and have done nothing for which ume was giv ven 
them. Our Saviour adéreffes all persons of this cha aradicr, 
in this reprehenfive language: Why ftand ye here all tke day 
idle? Time is not redeemed till we employ it for good pur- 
pofes, to right ends, and with right views, The great and 
principal thng, nay, the very firft thing 18, To /eek first the 
kingdom of God ond his righteou/ne/i. 

Redeeming time, implies not only the cin ploy iitg it for 
right ends, but that we be active , diligent and perfevering in 
ali branches of duty ; that we double our diligence, and do al] 
that we can, in the fhort, uncertain day which is appointed 
tous. Our great Mailer eommands, Strive, or as it mighs 
be rendered, be in an agony to enter in at the strait gate. Fur- 
ther it is written, 4% hatfoever thy hand findeth todo, do it with 
ail thy might, far there is no wark, nor device, nor knowledce, 
ner wifdom i in the grave whither thou goest. The gefpel for 
bids ali floch, and demands conftant aétivity and diligence. 
Net flothful iv » bufinefs, fervent in [pirit, ferving the Lord. 

Further, redeeming ume comprifes in tt, a diligent attend 
ance on all inftituted means of religton ; fe cret, private and 
ejaculatory prayer; the public worfhip and ordinances; fearch- 
ing the fcriptures, and felf-examination, God, in hig in finite 
wi dom, has a: pointed thefe, to affift us in redeeming time, 
znd in applying it to the nebleft purp: fes; and it cannot be 
done without a ferious, diligent and peifevering attention to 
them. 

Another thing of great confideration in the redecming and 
rirht improvement of time, is, watching and improving fa- 
vourable feafons and opportunities, fach as the days of youth, 
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times of fpecial awakening, when the Spirit of God is ftriy. 
ing with us and others: ‘Times of peculiar light, and more 
than erdinary means of inftruétion: Times of great mercy 
or afflictien. By obferving and improving thefe, men redeem 
time to infinite advantage. Mere is done for them, and the 
glory of God, in a fhort time, than is done in many years, at 
other times. By not obferving, and neglecting them, all is 
loft. The Ifraelites in the wildernefs, by not improving their 
opportunity, came fhort of the reft promifed im Canaan, and 
fell in the defert. “he Jews had their day, but by mot dif- 
cerning the figns of the times, and not knowing the things 
which belonged to their peace, loft their city, temple, nation, 
andeven their fouls. They brought wrath upon themfelves 
to the uttermoft. 

In a word, time may be ftill further redeemed by a ferious 
and pious attention to the events, fudden changes and revo- 
lutions im the werld, and in the church. Thefe wonderful 
works of God, teach us his power, wifdom, truth and faith- 
fulnefs ; his great goodnefs and mercy. His glorious charac- 
ter is brought to view in them. The Lord 1s known by tit 
judgments which he executeth. By his marvellous works of 
mercy and judgment, he fills the earth with his glory. ‘The 
contemplation of them afferds great inftruction, confolation, 
and ground ef confidence in God, They afford profitable 
admonition, beget reverence and adoring ideas of the divine 

majelty. “They exhibit fuch a wonderful accomplifhment of 
prophecies and divine promifes, as is meft happily adapted to 
“the confirmation of our faith in the word and promifes of God, 
They have been written therefore for our learning, admeni- 
tion and comfort, on whom the ends of the world are come. 
The Pfalmift therefore refolved, J w°ll remember the works of 
the Lord: furey L will remember thy wonders of oid. Lf will 
meditate aifo of all thy worts. ‘The events of our times are 
full of inftruétion. The figns of them are important, and 
noint us to the dangers and duties of our particular day. We 
can therefore, by no means, redeem time to the beft advan- 
tage, without a pious obfervation of prefent events and af- 
pects. This is neceffary, that we may praife Ged for mer- 
cies, and humble ourfelves under hiz frowns. 

The exceedingly fudden and awfu! changes which time is 
making in individuals, ; ius families, and in the world; men’s 
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dying ina-moment; dying in that very night when they are 
faying peace and fibety ; foul take thine eafe, thou heft much 
good is laid up for many years; dying in full ftrength, being 
wholly at eafe and quiet, when their brealts are full of miik, 
and their sees morttened with marrow, are exceedingly cal- 
cuiated to imprefs the mind with a fenfe of the worth of time, 
of the uncertainty of it, of the importance of improving each 
moment, and to ftimulate us to redecm time with all our 
might. he is wife, and he foall understand thefe things; pru- 
dent, and he foall know them. We may therefore manstett our 
wifdom and redeem tine, by contemplating the events of the 
laft year. 

With refpecét to religion, from the accounts which have 
been received from Eurowe, it appears that the miftionar: {pi- 
rit continues, and that great exertions are made ta Great Bri- 
tain, ermaay, and fome other paris, co diffufe chrittian 
_ wledge among their own people, and to communicate the 

leflings of civilization and the gofpel to the heathen. In 
Sekt “Britain, i it appears, that on the whole, chr:fticn kncow- 
ledge, orthadoxy, experimental preaching and religion are in- 
Creafing. 

To jome churches in the United States, the I: ff year has 
been a year of refrefhing. ‘Che happy effcéts of the late re- 
vivals in others are abundantly mantfeft, in the increefe of 
their numbers, zeal, {piritual I:fe, peace, order and beauty. 
From feveral reports which have been exhibited relative to 
the general ftate of the churches, in the United States, it ap- 
pears, that they have not for giaay years been in a mere flou- 
rifhing condition. 

Great is the eccafion which we, the editors of this Maga- 

zine, have to rejoice, and afcribe all glory and .th ankipivir ng 
tothe Father of mercies, that we have all been fparcd an- 
other year, to our families, and to the people of our refpective 
charges: That we may orce more Seeratatad our readers 
on the commencement of anew year: that we may prefent 
you with a review of the events of the laft, and call your at- 
tention to the precioufnefs ard redemption of time. Weine 

reat you t® unite your thank {giving with ours, for the mer- 
cles we have mutually received, and to ftrive to gether in your 
prayers to God for us, that while we live, we may redecm the 
time, employing the precarious moments which remain, with 
activity, diligence and perfeverance, for the happielt purpofes 


rat 
ee. 





ee 
we ae 
7 


a. ee ee 


Fe 

wee 

Bag aK 
nf 2 . ’ 

eo 


Be tae ae a 
ron 


} 


> 


“ae eer oe 
3a Pees 

















328 On the commencement of the new year. 


for ourfelves, for you, and for the churches of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. 

While we thank you for the candour with which you have 
received, and the generefity with which you have fo long fup- 
ported this Magazine, our prayer to God for you is, that his 
eye might be upon you, your families and conneétions, for 
good, from the beginning of the year unto its end. Thatthe 
light of his candle may fhine upon your tabernacles, and that 
the light of his countenance, and of the knowledge of bis glory, 
may fhine in upon your fouls: That you may grow in know- 
Jedge, in grace, in comfort, in ufefulnefs, and in every emia- 
ble attainmeat, until you fhall be perfeéted in holinefs, and 
receive the end of your faith, the eternal falvation of your 
fouls. 

‘That we may fucceed in our prayers for you, and that you 
may be eternally diftinguifhed for the luftre of your crown, 
and the greatnefs of your reward, allow us, with the greateft 
earneftnefs, and the moft folemn confiderations, to prefs the 
apoftolic exhortation, That ye walk circum/pedtly, not as feels, 
but as wife, redeeming the time. 

To quicken ourfelves and you to this momentous duty, let 
us ferioufly examine ourfelves, how we have emploved our 
time in years paft, and the Iaft year in particular. Have we 
redeemed it from drowfinefs, floth, indolence, paftimes,idlenefs, 
evil company, wicked courfes, and every kind of mifimpreve- 
ment ? How have we redeamed it on the Sabbath, from world- 
jy purfuits and converfation, from every kind of profanation 
of its facred hours, and for all the purpofes of feeret, private and 
public worfhip, and all the purpofes of {piritual improvement? 
Have we redeemed time to attend all the ordinances of Chrift, 
and inftituted means of graceand fpiritual improvement? Have 
we done all for our fouls, our families, tke church of Ged 
and mankind, which our hand hath found to de, with ai! our 
might ? Have we fo obferved the events ard figns of the times, 
as to walk with God in them, praifing him for his mercies, 
humbling ourfelves under his judgments, learning the worth, 
fhortnefs and uncertainty of time; itimulating us to greater 
and greater activity and diligence in redeeming itf Have we 
employed it for God, with right views and right ends f Or 
have we ftood idle al] the day? Where is the man who has 
not been greatly deficient in thefe refpects? Who will not 
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find himfelf guilty and reproved by this view ef time and its 
redemption? And how fhould a confideration of all lofs and 
mifimprovement of time, awaken us to the utmoft activity and 
diligence in redeeming the fleeting moments which remain? 
A confideration of the goodne{s of Ged, and efpecially of 
his goodnefs to us in particular, that when he divided to the 
fons of Adam the bounds of their habitations, and the various 
periods of time in which they fhould exift, he appointed this 
great and good Jand, a land of health and plenty, a land of fuch 
glerious light, liberty and privileges unto our forefathers, and 
unto us, fhould engage us te redeem all our time for his fer~ 
vice and glory. That it is fo far removed from the broils, 
works, evil cuftoms and vices of the old world; fo happily 
fituated for navigation, commerce, independence, and all the 
arts of peace; that God, by the moft mereiful and wonderful 
exertions of his providence, preferved it for us, and made us 
an iadependent nation, pofleffed of fuch diftingu:fhing privi- 
leges, increafes our obligations. “That we were born and 
educated in fuch a period of time, not in the ages of the old 
world, not in the dark ages which intervened between the ge- 
neral deluge and the giving of the Jaw, not under the Mofaic, 
but under the more mild and glorious difpenfation of the gof- 
pe! ; not in the dark places of the earth where the peop'e pe- 
rith for lack of vifton; but in thofe happy regions, where th 
Sun ef Righteoufnefs hath arifen with healing in his wings, 
beyond all calculation, obliges us to redeem the time. ‘That 
he, in whofe hands ail our times are, hath given us fo much 
health of countenance and fo much length of days, with all his 


love in Chrift Jefus, binds us incifpenfibly to redeem all eur 


time for him. 
Should not a confideration of the commands of God to re- 


deem the time, not te be flathful, but followers of them, whe 
through faith and patience inberit the promifes, awaken us to 
this duty? Should not the daom of the flothful fervant, roule 
all to activity and diligence? Who can endure the thought 
of being caft into outer darknefs ? 

How fhould contemplations on the immenfe guilt of not 
redeeming time, of mifimproving Sabbaths and opportuni- 
ties for {piritual improvement, and to inftru& and do good 
to our families, to mankind, and the chu.ch ef God, awaken 
us io all pofiible exertion and diligence in our duty? Tomif- 
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improve time, ftanding all the day idle, is to abufe all the 
goodnefs of God, and reb him of all the honour and fervice 
we owe tohim. It is to rob our families, mankind aod our- 
felves ! Nay, it is fuicide, the murder and total deftrudtion of 
ourfelyes! The improvement ef an hour for Geo may give 
us more honour and happinefs, than ail the human race do 
now or ever have enjoyed. The Scfs cf an hour may fink an 
unhappy creature in everlafting fhame and punifhment.— 
Flours, thofe fhort portions of time, are worth more than 
crowns, emptres and worlds. Well has the poet fung, 


‘© Throw years away ! 

Lhrow empires, and be blamels/i. Moments feixe. 
Preaven’s on the Wiig: @ moment we may Wily 
When werlds want wealth te buy.” 


Who is not aftonifhed at the guilt and madnefs of trifling 
with time? Who can contemplate them, and not be excited 
to improve it with all his might? 

How fhould public teachers, parents, mafters, all who in- 
ftruct, all who love God and human nature, teach thofe under 
their care, and all with whom they have influence, the duty of 
redeeming time, 

In a word, we are conftrained, upon a fubjeét fo folemn, fo 
highly interefting to yourfelves and to civil and religious fo- 
ciety, to bifeech you to hear our friendly exhortations. Not 
only weigh the motives already fet before you, but confider 
further, Phat the time is fhort: That God hath made your 
life as an hand breadth, and your age aS nothing betore him: 
That with many of you, a great proportion of this fpan 1s 
already gone: That every year and hour your fpan is fhort- 
ening : That another year is now gone: Thatit hath flown 
away with an almoft incredible and imperceivable rapidity: 
That we are now entered uvon a new year, of the events of 
which we have no knowledge. Ancther year may wholly 
change our profpects. It may be a year of great diftrefs and 
forrow with you, as it has been with many the year pait. Your 
families may be made defolate. Lover and friend may be put 
far trom you, and your acquaintance into darknefs. Jt may 
be that this year you will die, and that 1t may be ima few days. 
That this night your fouls may be required of you. Nay, that 
ist a moment ye may die. Then your day ef prebation wil! 
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be ended. You will goto judgment. All before you will 
be a boundlefs eternity ; an eternity of happinefs or reifery, 
according as you have redeemed or wafted your time. Know, 
we intreat you, that all your zeal, love to God and men, your 
ufefulnefs and good improvement of each hour, will {weeten 
and dignify your endlefs exiftence, difplay the divine glories, 
and add to the perfection, dignity and bieflednefs of bis re- 
deemed kingdom. Oh, may thefe views and metives duly 
imprefs your hearts, and influence your lives. This will make 
you wife, ufeful and honourable while you live: It will give 
you comfort in the review of every year, 2nd day: It will 
conftantly increafe vour treafures in heaven; give peace on 
the bed of death, and exale you toa diftinguilhed place among 
the bleficd and glorious forever. AMEN. 











HARMONY or CHRISTIANITY. 
[ Continued from page 292.] 


PART IV. 
The Institutions of Christianity. 


ELIGIOUS intt tutions are indeed practical, but they 

embrace a diftingt clafs of praGical duties, and have 

been ufually named pofitive ; a feparate view of them may be 
beneficial, 

Chriftianity is diftinguifhed from other religions by feveral 
inftitutions not to be found in any other religious fy items.— 
Thefe, although often cenfidered as not bearing any original 
relation to their object, will be found, when duly confidered, 
as being well adapted to the nature and ends of the Chriftian 
relizion, and to render the fyftem @ill more perfeat. 

‘Vhefe inftitutions are, the Chriftian miniftry; the vifible 
church, with its ofacers and difcipline, the Chriftian fab. 
bath ; and the facraments of the new-teftament, viz. bastifim 
and the Lord’s fupper. 

1. The Chriftian miniftry. 

This office was inftituted by Chrift, juft before his afcenfion 
to glory, after he had prepared his apofties for fo important a 
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fervice. “Go ye,” faid he, into all the world, and preach 
tire gofpel to every creature.”’=— Go and teach al! nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the F ather, of the Son, and o 
the Holy Ghoft ; teaching them to obferve all things whatfo~ 
ever l have commanded you. And fo, 1 am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world.” Titele were to commit the 
preaching of the gofpel to faithful men, who fhould be able 
to teach others, and they again to thofe who fhould fucceed 
them under the protection of the Redcemer’s gracious pro- 
mife, jult repeated, to the end of time. 
The office and work of an evangelill, and that of a paftor 
r bithop, are of the fame general nature. The evangel:ft may 
act as a bifhop when properly called, and the bifhop may alfo 
do the work of an evangelift, when the intereft of Chriflianity 
requires him. The appropriate work of an evangelift is, to 
preach the gofpel, adminifter baptifm, gather believers i into a 
Chriftian fociety, 3 and adminifter to them the Lord’s fupper. 
Phe work of the bifhop primarily refpects the overfight of a 


Th 


particular church, meeting in one place for divine worthip 
and ordinances. 

It is required that evangélifts or m'Mfionaries, be men emi- 
nent in the knowledge and faith of the gofpel, in the Chriftian 
temper, or graces of the Spirit, and of fuch fuperior abilities 
and attainments in knowledge, and in minif octal gifts and 2c- 
eomplifhments, as to be well able to teach others, and lead the 
public devotional exercifes, and whofe life and manners do 


‘honour to Chriftianity ; and they muft have a good report 


from thefe who are without. 

2. The vifible church, with its officers and difcipline. 

This holy fociety is inftituted by the authority of Chrift. 
On this rock, faid he, will [ build my church, and the gates 
of hell fhall not prevail againft it.” A vifible church of Chrift, 
meeting in one place for divine ordinances, is conflituted of 
members, each making a credible profeffion of the faith of 
the gofpei, and fubmitting to its inftitutions and commands. 
All of them apparently united in the faith, the fpirit and prac- 
tice of Chriftianity; and all thus d: Rtinguithed from the werld, 
though belonging to many different Chriftian congregations, 
or having d fferest opinions and praétices in the non-effentials 
of religion, conftitute the viftble catholic church of Chrift on 
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heart in the faith, as it is in Chrift, conftitute his invifible 
church. Believers on earth conftitute the chureh militant 3 
the faints in heaven conftitute the church triumphant. 

The tnftitutions of rel gion, celebrated in the former, are 
defigned and adapted for the converfion of finners, and the e- 
dification of faints, till they all come in the unity of the faith 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, untoa perfeét many 
unto the meafure of the ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift. Lia 
the chureh on earth the Chriftian difeipline is to be exercifed, 
for the recovery of thofe who fall into kerefy or immorality 5 
this however is not a difcipline enforced by any corporal or 
pecuniary punifaments, but is a difcipline of perfuation and 
reproof, owing from brotherly love, and the fpirit of Chrif- 
tianity in general. In this duty and labour the churches are 
to affift each other, when duly called, as the cafe may require, 
If all proper labour te reclaim the erring brother prove inef- 
featual, and he appears to be irreclaimable, after the becom- 
ing exercife of brotherly patience and long-fuffering, he mu& 
be feparated from the communion of the church, as not being 
under the influence of gofpel motives and arguments, and’te 
prevent the influence of his fin to the injury of others. 

In thefe churches are toe be placed ftated bifhops or paftors, 
whofe office and duty have been already mentioned. 

Deacons are officers in particular churches, whofe official 
cuties lie in affitting the paftor, when needful, in fervices to 


the afflifted, in funplying the wants of the needy from the. 


colle&ions of the church, and in providing for the Lord’s ta- 
dle, and diftributing the facramental elements. 

3. The Chiriftian fabbath is a divine inftitution to be a day 
of holy reft, in thankful commemoration of the reft of Jefus 


from his labours, by his refurrection from the dead. It is to. 


be {pent in the exercifes of religion in private, in the publi¢ 
folemnities of divine worfhip, the miniftrations of the gofpel, 
and the celebration of the gofpel facraments, baptifm and the 
Lord’s fupper. | : 


4. Thefe facraments were inftituted by Chrift, to impref 


our minds by iuch fignificant emblems, with a fuitable fenfe 
ef our dedication to him, on the terms of the gofpe! ; aur faith 
in his atonement ; our truft in his fufficiency; ou; union te 
each other, and to all his difciples; and qur bope ia his falva~ 
kon, 
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As thefe inflitutions of the gofpel are pafling in review, 
we cennot but reflect, how admirably they are adapted to their 
end; how they all point to the fame iflue, and agree with each 
ober, and with Chriftianity in all its parts already confi- 


Gerc d, 
CONCLUSION. 

While many inferences which might be made from the 
preceding differtation, are pafled in filence, the reader is re- 
quefted to give his ferious attention to thofe which fellow. 

1. The harmony of the Ciriftian religion is a good evidence 
of its truth and divinity. Agreement in the various parts cf 
a complicated fyftem ts an important argument for the truth 
of the whole, becaufe truth is ever confiftent with itfelf; but 
it is not fo with falfehood ; in a complex fyftem of this, in- 
confiitencies and contradiétions will abound. Furthermore, 
in the Chriftian fyftem, many things are contained which we 
know to be true, either iutuitively, or by deduétion fhort and 
plain; and we clearly perceive the connection between thefe 
and the other branches of the {cheme, not equally obvious in 
themfelves, or admitting proof by fo fhort a deduétion. 

From the preceding inveftization, it appears that the whole 
fyftem refts on a few primary truths, either intuitively evi- 
dent, or by fhort and eafy dedu‘tion. : 

Thess, if we admit our moft common mental perceptions, 
we know there is an important difference between pleafure 
and pain; the firft is the object of defire, the latter of aver- 
fion. ‘That percipient beings fhould be happy, and that the 

reateft fum of happinefs fhould exift, is defirable, rather than 
that a fmall degree of happinefs in an individual, flould take 
place at the expente of the greater happinefs of many ; and fi- 
nally, that union to the beft and greateft felicity of percipi- 
ent exiftence is the perfection of a rational mind ; and the op- 
pofite to this, the depravity of fuch a mind. Thefe truths are 
fo obvious as not to be queitioned. 

By this rule therefore, every character and every fcheme of 
religion and morality may be fairly tried. Is it friendly to 
intel] gent happinefs on the whole, and in the final iffue? 

The tyftem of truth which has been ftated, will bear this 
teft. Its final ebject is the higheft rational felicity to the mo- 
ral fyftem; the mean to effe& it is the union of rational minds, 
or ovat benevolence. We have feen the feveral parts of 
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the Chriftian revelation to meet and unite in this; and all 
the great events in the moral {yftem ultimately rendered fub- 
fervient to it. The mediatorial fyftem is the great work of 
Ged fer its accemplifhment. With this in view, we fee each 
branch of divine truth connected with others, and all ferming 
a perfe& and confiftent whole, in a connection of the parts 
which is indiffoluble. 

The Chriftian fyftem may be compared to a great chain 
defcending from heaven, confifting of numereus links, all 
connected with each other and with the whole; or, to vary 
the fimilitude, to a magnificent edifice, which, though necef- 
farily complex, is {till compofed of the beft materials, and 
built by an accomplithed archite&t. The a:tentive fpeCtater, 
in contemplating the building, is imprefled with a view of the 
excellenee of the materials, and with the exaét conftruction 
and the exquifite manner in which they are connected, the 
fuitablenefs of each part te the place it fills, and to the beau« 
ty, ftrength and perfection of the whole. He admires the 
harmany and proportien of the parts with each other, and 
with the whole. But he moft of all contemplates with de- 
light, the adaptednefs ef the building for utility, to the obje& 
for which it was erected, efpecially if this obje€t be important. 
In viewing the edifice, he will be led to profound admiration 
of the builder, and admire the wifdom, tafte and forethought 
which projected it, and feel the feme conviction of the ability 
of te architect, as of the exiftence and werkmanfhip of the 
edince, 

Comparing great things with fmall, we may fay, the Chrif- 
tian fyftem is like this building. The excellence of each part, 
and tts fuitablenefs te the place and end affigned it; the agree~ 
ment of the parts with each other and with the whcle, and 
the perfe&tion of tke whule, imprefs the ferious and con- 
templative mind with the fullef convidtion of the truth and 
divinity of the fyftem, its adaptednefs to its end, and the ex- 
itence and perfedtion of its divine author. “ The heavens, 
indeed, declare his glory, and the firmament his handy work ; 
day unto day uttereth fpeech, and night unto night fheweth 
knowledge of God.” But the Chriftian fyitem exhibits his 


character and perfection with ftill greater certainty and clear- 
nels. How fadly debafed by vain philofophy and the pride of 
fsienec, falfely fo called, is the mind which, with this divine 
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fyftem before it, can be blind to its truth and beauty, and to 
the exiftence and perfection of its author. 

2. The truth and divinity of Chriftianity are evident from 
its final object, and the means employed to obtain it. 

The final object is the higheit perfection of the moral fy{- 
tem, in the bletled union and communion ef all holy beings. 

The adorable trinity in unity, in the ever blefled God, Is 
the fource and pattern of all union and communion in holy 
intelligences. The final defign of the mediatorial fyftem, and 
of all fubordinate divine operations, is tobring all holy angels 
and faints into the meareft union to God and each other, in 
conformity to the triune Deity. This is effected by a parti- 
cination, adequate to the nature and capacity of each, in the 
Holy Ghoft, with each other, and with the Father and the Son. 

The {cripture doétrine clearly imports, that the Holy Spi- 
rit is given to a!l the children of God, to abide in them for 
ever. by this they have joint participation in the fame good; 
in this alfo, they have fellowfhip with the Father and the Sen, 
as has been ftated. 

Our bleffed Lord taught this do@rine to Nicodemus when 
he faid, “ Except a man be born again—of the Spirit—he 
cannot fee the kingdom of God.”’ Again, “ If ye, being e- 
vil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more fhall your heavenly Father give his Holy Spirit to thofe 
who afk him.” 

From thefe and many other fcripture declarations, it ap- 
pears, that the Holy Spirit is the great fummary of the good 
beftowed on the redeemed, and that he abides with them as a 
principle of divine life, sition and enjoyment. This indwell- 
ing Spirit produceth in the heart, love to God, to Chrift, and 
to each other, and thus unites all its fubjects to the kingdom 
of God, and effeéts in them a joint participation of fpiritual 
good ; efpecially, communion with God, and each other, a- 

reeably to the following apoftolic declaration: : “That which 
we have feen and heard, declare we unto you, that ye may 
have fellowfhio with us; and truly our fellowfhip is with the 
Father, and with his Son Jefus Chrift.”” Of the fame im- 
port is the apoftolic benediétion,“* The grace of our Lord Je- 
fus Chrift, the love of God, and the communien of the Holy 


Ghoft be with you all,” 
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‘The two following fcriptural paflages ftrong)y exprefs the 
union of all the redeemed to each other, and to God, through 
this jo1nt participation of the HolyGhok : “ That they all may 
be one, as thou Father art in me and I in thee, that they allo 
may be oneinus,”? Again, in a difcourfe on the final defign 
of the mediatorial werk of Chrift: That in the difpenfa- 
tion of the fulnefs of times, he might gather together in one 
all things in Chrift, both which are in heaven and which are 
on earth.”? All who are acquainted with the holy fcriptures, 
know that they abound with paffages of like tmport, and a- 
bundantly prove, that the great end of the Chriftian fyftem is 
to eff this happifying union and communion, between 
all holy intelligent beings, through the Holy Spirit, in con- 
formity to the bleffed union and communion in the triune 
Deity: And that this is effected through the mediatorial 
wark of Chrift, applied by the agency of the Holy Spirit; by 
whom all the redeemed are united in the love of God andeach 
othér, and prepared for the moft perfect and lafting felicity 
in the kingdom ef God: Thus conftituting a glorious 
church, in which the divine good pleafure fhall for ever reft. 

That difpofition of the moral fyftem which ultimately ef- 
feéts its higheft perfectior, by the beft means, muft be fu- 
premely good, and its auther muft be divine. But fuch 1s 
the difpofition of it in the mediatorial plan, and fuch will be 
its final iffue. The mediatorial plan muft therefore be divine, 
and the revelation containing it muft have defeendéed from 

caven. | 

3. This fubje& teaches us why a life of practical obedience 
to the divine commands, is the beft and crowning evidence 
of the cenuinenels of our religion, and that we fhall be final- 
by faved, 

This is frequently mentioned in the (eripturcs in this view, 
as that without which it cannot appear that we are the difci- 
ples of Chrift, that we live in obedience to all his command- 
ments. That this obedience is the fruit and expreffion of 
love to God, faith in Chrift, and of an inward fenfe of Chrif- 
tian exercifes, and that it is perfevertne. 

From the view of Chriftianity which has been taken, it ap- 
pears that there is a fixed cannection between the views ane 
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2ffeétions of th: mind, and the courfe of pra&tice. This is 
true in the affairs of this life and of all focial intercourfe, and 
ifistrucin religion. ‘ This is love, that we walk after his 
commandments, and his commandments are not grievous. 

lience it appears that a genuine Chriftian, exhibiting pro- 
per evidences of his religion, is one who embraces the leading 
and moft effential truths of Chriftianity, experiences their 
power on his heart and affections, and reduces them to prac- 
tice by keeping the commandments of God. 

In proportion to our deficiency in any of thefe, our religion 
is imperfe, and the evidence of our intereft in the favour of 
God lefs fatisfying. 

If we are greatly deficient in any one, though we may feem 
to excel in the other branches, we have great caufe to fear 
that our ftate is not good; becaufe Chriftianity is proportion- 
ed in all its parts. As in all the views of it which have been 
already taken, fo alfo in this, viz. that our orthodoxy, our ex- 
perience of the Chriftian graces and’ our pra¢tice are analo- 
gous to eash other. The ‘orthodox Chriftian has a due pro- 
portion in experience of the feveral branches of gracious af- 
fection: fuch as love to God, repentance towards Ged, and 


‘faith towards our Lord Jefus Chrift, felf-abafement, weaned. 


nefs from the world and a fpirit of watchfulnefs and prayer, 

love to the brethren and good will to all, with all other Chrif- 

tian graces; and between thefe and a life of Chriftian holinefs 

there is a like proportion ; as alfo between the various parts 

of obedience. The true Chriftian is not engaged in keeping 

one of God’s commands and negligent with refpedct to an- 
other, but he has refpeét to them all. 

Hence, would we maintain a well-grounded hope of eter- 
nal life, we muft “ be ftedfaft, immoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord.” Then we may have the happy 
knowledge, that “our labour fhall net be in vain in the 
Lord.” 

4. [he reader muft have anticipated the great importance 
ef am experimental and practical knowledge of Chriftianity; 
and che impofiibility of a well grounded hope of falvation with- 
out it, 

Let us then make a practica improvement of the preceding 
diflertation, by giving all diligence to make our calling and 
election fure. We who have the Bible, and means of falva- 
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tion, are exalted to heaven with nrivileges——aiwful mult be 
our ftate, if we are finally caft cown to he}) for the abufe of 
them ! Now is the accepted time,—itfe is a vapour,—eternal 
confequences depend on the manner ia waick we inprove it. 
May the grace of eur Lord Jelus Chrift, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Ghoit, be with us ! Amen. 
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Tur BENEFIT or SANCTIFIED AFFLICTIONS. 


Written by Benevolus. 
(Concluded from page 405.) 


HILL EAHE fubjeAs of fan@tified affiCtions will fnd the 
grace of the gofpel peculiarly endeared to them, and 
will ftrive to obey Goe’s will in all things. 

“ Before I was afflicted,” faith the Pialmift, “I went a-’ 
ftray; #ut now have | kept thy word.”’ Here -we may ob- 
ferve that the pious Pfalmift was led, by means of his affic- 
tions, to love more than ever the bock of God’s grace, and 
to conform to it in his practice. Kom. v. * We glory in tri- 
bulation; knowing that trioulation worketh patience, and pa- 
tience experience, and experience hope, and hope maketh not 
afhamed; becaufe the love of God is fhed abroad in.our hearts 
by the Holy Ghoft, which is given unto us.”” 2 Cor. i. 5, g. 
“ Foras the fufferings ef Chrift abound in us, fo our contola- 
tion alfo aboundeth by Chrift. We had the fentence af death 
in ourfelves, that we fhould not truft in eurfelves, but in Ged 
which raifeth the dead.”’ 

The more deeply any are imprefled with a fenfe of their 
fins, asd of the divine juftiee in their punifhment, the more 
fully are they convineed ef the neceflity of gofpel grace, and 
the more clearly do they fee the glory of the gofpel plan of 
falvation. Seatfons of fuffering have often proved feafons of 
bigh enjoyment te the people of Ged. The patriarchs, pro- 
phets, apoftles, and the primitive Chriitians in genera}, under 
their trials, were favoured with abundant cemmunications of 
divine grace, and rejoiced in hope of the glory of God.—We 
tiay obferve at the prefent time, that thofe who appear to be 
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true Chriftians fhine brighteft when in the furnace. To them 
Chrift appears peculiarly precious, and they appear, at times, 
to be cheerful in giving up all things for his fake. “They dif- 
cover that they count not their lives dear unto themfelves, 
that they may finifh their courfe with joy. 

Chriftians, when under the rod, read the holy feriptures 
with {pecial attention and uncommon engagednefs, and mani- 
feft a ftrong relifh for the truths contained in the infpired vo- 
Jume. They now feel that God’s word is a light unto their 
feet and a lamp unto their paths, while paffing through the 
darknefs and temptations of the prefent world. 

Pfalm cxix. 50, 54. % This is my comfort in my affliction, 
for thy word hath quickened me. Thy ftatutes have been my 
tongs in the houfe of my pilgrimage.’? The Pfalmift declares 
in the fame Pfalm, ** The law of thy mouth is better unto 
me than thoufands of gold and filver. How fweet are thy 
words unto my tafte ! Yea {weeter than honey to my mouth;” 
(verfes 72, 103.) Afflictions are neceffary te lead perfons to 
underfiand many parts of the Bible, particularly thofe which 
relate to fufferings and the divine fupport under them. Who 
underftandeth like the good man under the rod, how tribula- 
tion worketh patience, and patience experience, and experi- 
ence hope? Who underftandeth like the patient futtercr, how 
confolation aboundeth by Chrift, as the fruit ef chaftifement? 
‘The beft of men do net know how much they truft in them- 
felves and in the world, until their attachment is tried and 
broken by the red. Now they fee more fully than ever their 
own folly in placing fuch confidence in the things which per- 
ith. They will blefs God for ever for that difcipline which 
hath opened to them the pride and dece:tfulnefs of their 
hearts, and hath brought them te difcern the worth and glery 
of that kiagdom, which cannot be moved. True Chriftians 
have rarely fo clear evidence of their adoption, as when their 
earthly hopes are dafhed in pieces. 

Sanctified afflictions lead men to be more attentive te the 
duties whichthey owe to. God and to each other. What a wide 
difference is there, in ordinary cafes, betweea the prayers 
which are made in a day of adverfity and thofe which are 
made in profperous feafons ? ‘Thofe who feel themfelves ta 
be burdened with guilt and forrow, and are convinced that 
Gyod is a rewarder of thofe who diligently feck him, wil! feel 
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shemfelves engaged to go to the throne of grace, and to {eek 
for mercy. 

Prayer is not to them an unwelcome tafk, but is the de- 
light of their fouls. When they find Satan and their wicked 
hearts {triving to throw. hindrances in the way of the perfer- 
mance of this “duty, they will not reft until they have in fome 

egree obtained the victory, and can fervently pour out their 
hearts to God. He is pleafed fometimes remarkably to fill 
their mouths with arguments, when all worldly appearanees 
are againft them, while they are bowing at his foottteel. T hey 
are uncommonly aflifted in praying for themfelves, for their 
families an a friends, for enemics, for the pyar: "tila race, 
and efpecially for the peace and prolperity of Zion. 

It is painful to thofe who derive benefit nl their affiic- 
tions, to be deprived, by ill health or other means, of attend- 
ing on the werfhip ond ordinances of Gud’s houfe. Thefe 
are objects for which they find an increafing relifh as they 
are emptied from veffel to veflel, by their trying r changes.—= 
Hence when they are excluded from the place they love, they 
can adopt the language of David, when he was wandering in 
the wildernefs of Judah, by the perfecutions of Saul: “ O 
God, thou art my God; early will I feek thee, My foul 
thirfteth for thee, ina dry and thirfty !and, where no water is ; 
to fee thy power, and thy glory as I cane (cen thee ia the 
fanétuary.”. (Pf. Ixiii. 1, 2.) 

Sanctiaed affiGions are inttrumental of ftirring up perfons 
to a faithful difcharge of the duties of the fecond ‘table of the 
law, There are two in particular, which I fail name. The 
firft is the duty of adminiftering juft reproof. This duty can 

ever be rightly performed without much felf-denial. ‘It is 
too commoa either to backbite thofe who do wrong, or to re- 
Prove them in anger. Beth are forbidden by the word of 
God. Weare bound to tell our neighbour, efpecial. iy a 
Chriftian brother, to his face, what we think amifs in his 
behaviour, and to intermingle mecknefs with firmnefs. When 
we feel calm and tender, we hate to wound the feelings of an- 
Other, bur the fpirit of the gofpel requires us to reprove fin iia 
ethers, whatever may be the con!equences. A mind folemn- 
ized by prayer, and communion with God in other duties,— 
amind which feeth the exceeding finfulnefs of fin—-and is 
brought to the footftool by the red, is prepared to adininifter 
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reproof, without being overwhelmed with a flavifh dread of 
the wrath of the offender, and to do it in a mani.er Which ig 
beft fuited te work a reformation. What boldnefs, and at 
the fame time what meeknefs. did the prophets and apoftles 
difcover, in reproving the ungodly ; and im attempting to 
pull out of the fire their near friends? We fhall, according 
to our {phere of action, imitate them in fome degree if we are 
governed by the fame fpirit. Nothing has a happier ten- 
dency to lead perfons to difcharge this duty,and to come home 
to the confcience than enduring chaftifement from the hand 
ef our heavenly Father. His glory appears to them of fuch 
worth, and the fouls of men are fo tenderly loved, that they dare 

not be filent when called to fpeak in a way of warning and 
reproof. T’he ether duty which I fhall mention in this place 
is compaffion and kindnefs to thofe who are afflifted. We 
are commanded to bear one another’s burdens, to love as bre- 
thren, to be pitiful, and to be courteous, 

There are men whofe inward thoughts is, that their houfes 
fhall continue for ever and their dwelling places to all gene- 
rations. — They are intoxicated with their profperity, and 
prefume that no painful changes await them. They lock 
with contempt upon the needy and aifliéted, and are difpofed 
to charge them with bringing their troubles on themfelves, 
or wa ted them by their imprudence or timidity. fob. 
xii. 5,“ He that is ready to flip with his feet, is as a lamp 
difpited i in the thouglats of him that is at eafe.” “The fons of 
carnal pleafure make their beaft that they have kept them- 
felves clear from the trcubles which fall upon others, and fay, 
“ we fha!l never be reduced to their ftate, or if we fheuid, we 
will foon extricate ourfelves by our wifdom and fortitude.— 
Let thofe peor wretches fuffer, it is goed enough for them, 
but as for us, we feel above fubmitting to the weaknefs and 
the dejection whieh they difcover.” O ye proud boafters, 
betray no longer fuch impious folly and madnefs, but remems 
ber that the days of adverfity will come upon you like an arm- 
ed man, and plunge you in mifery ! 

Chriftianity fpeaks a very different language from that of 
the men ef the world, Heb. xiii. 3. “ Remember them that 
are in bonds, as bound with them, and then which fuffer ad- 
verfity, as being yourfelves alfo in the bedy.”” Nothing teach- 
¢s perfons to feel fer the children of “tie like experience in 
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the {chool of adverfity. .This eminently qualifies the foillowe 
ers of the compaffionate Saviour, to fympathife with the af- 
fliéted, and to ftrivetolighten their woes. They extend their 
eompafiionate feelings to all who are under trouble, and ef 
pecially to thofe, who are the friends of the great Redeemer. 
They will ftrive to relieve the wants of thofe who are needy, 
and to bind up the brokea fpirit. 2 Cor. i..4. 6 Who com= 
forteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to com- 
fort them which are in anytrouble, by the comfort wherewith 
we ourfelves arecomforted of God.’’ They labour to turn the 
attention of their afflicted fellow mortals to the only fource 
of confolation, and te prepare them for deliverance in the 
prefent world, and immartal glory in the world to come.— 
They can cheerfully welcome tejibeir bofoms, the kumbleand 
patient difciples of the blefied Saviour; however much they 
are defpifed by the ungodly world. Knowing thefe to be the 
excellent of the earth, they are compaffionate and kind to 
them for their Lord and Mafter’s fake, and rejoice in the 
blefled profpe&t of meeting them in the, paradife above, where 
ail forrow and crying fhall be done away. 

The enemies of the primitive Chriftians remarked con- 
cerning them, when tkey faw their ftrong mutual affection 
uader their fiery trials, “ Behold how thefe Chriftians love 
one another!” The difcipies of Chrift fometimes in the pre- 
fent world fall out with each otker, and give mutual wounds. 
Dut joint fuferings have always been found te check their a- 
nimofities, and to unite them in the clofer bonds of aficction. 
When fuch are the fruits of our affli@tiens, we have not beer 
(mitten in vain, but fhail derive peace and comfost from them 
in this world, and fhall receive a far more exceeding and. eter- 
nal weight of glory in the world to come. | 
_ IV. San@ified afliftions are inftrumental in weaning men 
‘rom earthly attachments, and in ripening them for death and 
heaven. The pious patriarchs confefled themfelves amidit 
their troubles to be pilgrims and ftrangers on the earth, and 
to be looking for a.city which hath foundations, whofe builder 
and maker is God. The primitive Chriftians took joyfully 
the fpoiling of their.goods—kaowing that they had in heaven 
a better and an enduring fubftance. 

Pious perfons who have fuffered many pains, and endured 
Many outward lofles and bereavemeats, look upon this world 
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as avery empty place, and not by any means worthy to b: 
fought as a portion. While they give thanks to God for th 
innumerable temporal bleffings they ha-e received, they dar 
not reft their hope of fupport and enjoyment cn any thing be- 
neath the fxies. 

Thev can difcern no carthly profpect which has unadu!ter- 
ated charms ; but every thing sroutd them wears the appear. 
ance of decay and diffolucton. They watch and they pray that 
‘they may not be enfnared by earthly allurements, and thet 
they may bein conftant readinefs for the approaching change 
by de: ath. The eternal wor!d grows more and more familiar 
to their minds, and their thoughts are much employed on that 
ft2te into which they are foon to enter. Many of their meci- 
tations are employed on death and on the future judgment.— 
Although they cannot determine what their views will be, 
when they thall be called to walk through the dark valley, yet 
they believe that the end of the upright man will be peace.— 

ney are much in prayer to God, that he would not forfake 
them in the hour of death, and believe that the only way in 
which divine confolation is then to be expedted, is in a hum- 
ble walk with God, and in the faithful iichatve of every duty 
while life is continued. What.a firm hope, and what animat- 
ing profpects were enjoved by the apoftle, when he could de- 
clare, as ina Cor. v. “For we know that if our earthly houfe 
of this tabernacle were diflolved, we have a building of God, 
an houfe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For 
in this we groam, earneftly defiring to be clothed upon with 
eur houfe which is from heaven. Weare confident! fay, andwi!. 
Jingrather to beabfent fromthe body,and to be prefent with the 
Lord!” How earneftly defirous was our apoftle that Chrift 
might be magnified in his body, whether by life or by death! 
He ceuld fay, as in Phil. i. “For to me to live is Chrift and to 
die is gain. But if I live in the flefh, this is the fruit of my 
labour, yet what I thall choofe, I wot (et know) not. For [ 
am ina ftrait betwixt two, having a defire to depart, and te 
be with Chrift, which is far better.” 

Let not Chriftians in general be difcouraged becaufe they 
have not rifen to the attainments of the apoftle Paul. He was 
raifed up for eminent ufefulnefs in the church of God, and he 
did more to propagate Chriftanity than any other mere man 
who hath ever lived. He fuffered much in his labours to ad- 
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vance amd defend the religion of the bleffed Saviour. To ufe 
his own language, he was “in deaths oft,” while travel- 
ling round the world, to proclaim the glad tidings of peace 
ard falvation through a crucified Saviour. The followers ef 
Carift, at large, have not been called to fuch fervices as was 
the apottle, nor to endure fuch trials as he endured, and there~ 
fore it is not ftrange that their confolations fhould fall far be- 
low his. But remember ye patient fufferers, that God is not 
unmindful of your labour of love, and that he 1s training you 
up to ferve him better while on earth, and to enjoy a brighter 
crown in heaven. God wil! not break the bruifed reed, and 
the {moking flax he will not quench. He heareth every igh, 
and every breathing of the contrite heart, and will give you 
grace to perfevere to the end of your days, and to come off 
conquerors, yea more than conquerors, through him who hath 
loved you, and given himfelf to die for you. 

We always find the moft heavenly-minded Chriftians a- 
mong thofe who have fmarted moft by the rod. To them 
meditations have become familiar on that glorious ftate in 
which the redeemed will be brought into the immediate pre- 
fence of God and the Lamb, and ‘will unite with the fpirits 
of juft men made perfect, and with the ders angels in ever- 
lafting fongs of ‘praife. However far they may fall fhort of 
rapturous enjoyments in religion, while they fee through a 
glafs darkly, they difcovera folid: ity and firmnefs i in their exer- 
cifes, which manifeft that their hivht is {hining with increaf- 

ing brightnefs unto the perfect day. 

I have now endeavoured to colleét and bring into view fome 
of the principal evidences of fanctified affiGions. Can we 
fay in a review of our troubles, as the Pfalmiit did in a review 
of his, 6 It is good for me that I have been afilié led 5 that I 
might learn thy ftatutes.”? Our affli€tions. have certainly 
had fome effeét upon us; either in rendering our hearts ten- 
der and our lives obedie: nt, or in hardening our hearts and oc- 
éafioning us to become more obftinate and open in the prac- 
tice of wickednefs than ever. If the lJaft be the efect, our 
cafe is alarming indeed, and we have much caule to fear, that 
to us is referved the blacknefs of darknefs for ever. 

Let us recolleét the marks or evidences of fanctified afllic- 
tions which have been brought into view, and impartially 
sompare ourfelves with them. Ce 
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When any derive benefit from their afflictions, they ae- 
knowledge the hand of God in them ; and they feel fatisfied 
with the perfect government of the Moft High. The fubjects 
of fanctified affli¢tions are led to a clear difcovery of their fins, 
and an unreferved confeffien of the divine juftice and wifdom 
in their chaftifement. They examine their hearts and their 
paft lives, and abhor themfelves as being very vile in the eyes 
of infinite purity. They who are afflicted in covenant faith- 
fulnefs, will find the grace of the gofpel peculiarly endeared 
to them, and will ftrive to obey God’s will in all things.— 
They will prize and feek after communion with God in the 
various exercifes of private and public worfhip, They will 
endeavour to conform to the Jaw of benevolence towards 
men ; and in particular will be emboldened to reprove fin, and 
be engaged to exercife compaffion and kindnefs towards the 
afflited. Sanétified afflictions are inftrumental im weaning 
men from earthly attachments, and in ripening them for death 
and heaven. : 

Thefe are very plain rules of trial, and fuch as muft com- 
mend themfelves to our minds, If we have fought to regard 
them in our practice, when we have been in tribulation, we 
have found true peace, and can fay with the Pfalmift, “ That 
it is good for us that we have been affiicted.”” Are there not 
fome who can adopt this language, and find evidence that they 
are heirs of heaven? And may fay in fome happy moments with 
the apoftle, “ I reckon that the fufferings of the prefent time 
are not worthy to be compared with the glery which fhall be 
revealed in us;’” (Rom. viii. £8.) Let fuch maintain, at all 
times, a patient and a devout, a watchful and a heavenly tem- 
per. Their days of mourning will foon be ended, and they will 
foon be admitted into the world of everlafting light and glory. 

How awful is the ftate of thofe who have become hardened 
in all their afiictions? What can fuch expeét in the courfe 
which they are purfuing but everlafting mifery? “ He that 
being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, fhall fuddenly be 
deftroyed, and that without remedy;” (Prov. xxix. 3.) What 
caufe is there to fear,that all the evils which they have felt in 
the prefent world, are but fo many prefages of endlefs, vindic- 
tive wrath in the world to come? J.ct them be warned—let 


them be entreated, to fearch and try their ways, and turn un- 
te the Lord ! 

















On the Trinity. 
THOUGHTS 


ON THE DOCTRIWE OF THE TRINITY. 


MHE dodtrine of a Trinity of perfons in the Godhead, 
though acknowledged by the fathers, and believed by 
mott Proteftant divines for ages, is a difputed doctrine, and, 
in the prefent day, difcarded by fome who are fet for the de- 
fence of the gofpel. Many fpecious objections are raifed a- 
g2inft it, and much faid to ftagger the faith and difturb the 
minds of fome whko are, yet, honeft and fincere friends of 
Chrift, and thofe truths contained in his gofpel. Not only 
weak minded Chriftians are wounded by thofe obfervations 
that are raifed againft this fundamertal doétrine of Chriftian- 
ity, but injury is Gone in another view. Weapons are put 
into the hands of the enemies of the crofs, and the caufe of 
infidelity is frenethened. If profeflors of religion—if the 
teachers of Chiftianity raife obje@tions againft the moft im. 
portant do€trines of that gofpel they are fet to defend, it 
ftrenothens the caufe of the adverfary, and fupports the “God 
of this world.’? Notwithftanding the artful and fpurious 
objections againft the doétrine of the Trinity, if it be a doc- 
trine of revelation, it is to be avowed as fuch, and cordially re- 
ceived by the friends of Jefus. 

The object of the following remarks is not, directly to prove 
that the exiftence of one God in three diftin€t perfons is truth 
of revelation; but rather w anfwer fome queftions that are 
propofed by way of objection to the doctrine. 

Thequeftions propofed to be confidered are the following: 

I. In what doth perfonality confiftt—deth it not involve 
the idea of perception and volition ? 

Il. If perfonality involve the idea of perception and volt 
tion, how is a perfon diftinguifhed from a being. 

IIf. Is it not a contradiction to fay there are three per- 
fons poffeffed of perception and volition, conftituting one be- 
ing poffeffed of perception and volition ? 

I. In what dotir perfonality confiftt—doth it not invoive the 
idea of perception and volition ? 

[t is readily granted that the idea teat firft prefents itfelf 
when a perfon is (poken of is that it is a rational intelligence 
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a being poffeffed of perception and volition. To fuch anone 
only can perfonal properties and characters be applied. The 
word perfon cannot with any prepriety, be applied to any but 
one that has a rational mind—one capable of diftinguifhing 
good from evil, and of choofing and ef refufing. The moft 
important creatures, ef the inanimate kind, are not perfons, 
however ufeful to mankind. Nor can the word in ftri€tnefs 
of prepriety, be applied fto any of the irrational animals. 
The Pfalmift, it is true, compares the fun to a “ Bridegroom 
coming out ef his chamber, and rejoicing as a ftrong man te 
run a race’’—=-But this is evidently to be taken in a figurative 
fenfe ; and fo are all perfonal properties when applied either 
to the mere animals, or to inanimate things. Nothing fhort 
of a rational mind, capable of wifhing and exercifing choice, 
can conftitute a perfon. Without entering into any meta- 
phyfical difquifitions, it may be faid, in the plain language of 
common fenfe, that perfonality confifteth in a rational mind, 
capable df choofing and refufing, and that in view of mor- 
al good and evil: and, therefore, that perception and vo- 
lition are, neceffarily, involved in it. 

II. If perfonality involve the idea of perception and voli- 
tion, how is a perfon diftinguifhed from a being? 

The words perfon and being, when applied to finite ration- 
2] exiltences, fuch as angels or men, do not admit of any 
diftin&@tion. Every diftin& perfon is viewed as a diftinét 
being. James, Peter and John, are perfons, each diftind, as to 
perfonality, from the other. Their being is alfo as diftin& 
as their perfonality. ‘They are three perfons, and three dif- 
tinét beings. IThe human mind,indeed, is not capable of ab- 
ftracting, or making a diftinétion between perfon and be- 
ing, aS applied to men. This is readily conceded, although 
the doctrine of the Trinity is owned as lying at the founda- 
tion of the Chriftian fcheme, 

III. Is it not a contradiction te fay there are three perfons 
poflefl-d of perception and volition, conftituting one being 
poffeffed of perception and volition ? | 

In attending to this queftion it feems neceflary to anfwer 
two others. One is whether the propofition be contrary te 
reafon? The other is, whether it be, in faét, a contradiction 
in terms ? 

I. Is the propofition contrary to reafon ? 
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A doSrine or propofition may be contrary to the method 
of reafoning ufed by thofe in oppofition to it, and not contra- 
ry to reafon itfelf. A doctrine may, zlfo, be above the com- 
prehenfien ef reafon, and yet, in no meafure contrary to it. 
We are to make a diftinG@ion between a doéirine contrary 
to reafon, and one above itscomprehenfion. ‘We may cone 
elude, fays one writer, a do¢trine is contrary to reafon when 
it contradi&s fome of the firft principles which the mind of 
man cannot but aflent to withovt any proof. Such are the 
following : the whole is greater than a part—it 1s impoffible a 
thing fosuld be and not beat the fome time—iwo are more than 
one.’ Ifa dodtrine contradict fuch plain, felf-evident pro- 
politions it is contrary to reafon. But this cannot be faid of 
the doétrine of the Trinity. The moft we can fay of that is 
that it is above the comprehenfion of a finite mind. Should 
we fay that three perfons are one perfon, or that the one di- 
vine being is three divine beings, it would do violence to 
common fenfe, and contradiét the firft principles of rea- 
fon.—But the propofition is that three perfons conftitute one 
divine being, which is not contrary to reafon, however myf- 
terious and incomprehenfible to a finite underftanding. 

2. [s the propostion a contradiétion in terms ? 

To fay that the one divine being, poffefled of perception 
and volition, is three divine beings, pofleffed of perception 
and volition, would be a contradiétion in terms. Or fhould 
we fay that one divine perfon is three divine perfons it would 
be felf-contradiction. But though it is conceded that we can- 
not abftraét perfenality from being, it doth not thence follow 
that every diftiné divine perfon is a diftinét being ; nor that 
as many divine perfons as there are, fo many diftinct divine 
beings there are. Nor does it follow becaufe we cannot con- 
ceive of diftin& perfonality without, at the fame time, con- 
ceiving of diftinét being, when applied to creatures, that there- 
fore they cannot be conceivedof feparately, or they cannot be fe- 
parated in thedivine mind, and in the divine being. Nor does it 
thence follow that to fay there are three divine perfons contti- 
tuting one divine being is a contradiction in terms. To af- 
fert, becaufe our ideas of a diftin& finite perfon are that he 


is a diftinét being, and becaufe we are not able to feparate © 


perfonality from being, when applied te creatures, that there- 
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fore every diftin& divine perfon is a diftin@ divine being, 
would be falfe reafoning. And fe, becaufe we are not able 
to abftract feparate perfonality from feparate being, when ap. 
plied to creatures, to affert, that therefore the propofition, 
*‘ there are three divine perfons pofiefied of perception and 
volition conftituting one divine being poficiled ef perception 
and volition,” is a contradiction in terms, would be falfe rea 
foning ; it would be drawing inferences without any premifes 
—it would be to affert, that fince we do not fully underitand 
and comprehend a propofition it cannot be true—and this 
method of reafoning would exclude from human belief many 
ofthe truths of revelation: Yea, it would exclude from the 
minds of many, a belief of fome propofitions which are capa- 
ble of demenftration. 

If we confider the fubje& fairly, and in the exercife of 
Chriftian candor, the prepofition we are examining will not 
appear either a violation of reafon er a contradiction in terms, 
What though it contain a myftery ; yet that, it is conceived, 
is no objection againft ir. Many things which we cannot 
comprehend, or fully underftand, we are bound to. believe.— 
Who can account for the divine exiftence, from eternity, un- 
derived and uncaufed ? Who can, on rational philofophical 
principles, fee how all things are made of nothing? ‘lhefe 
are as real myfteries, and as contrary to reafon, as the doc- 
trine of the Trinity. Who can account for the refurrection 
of the body, and the ehange of thofe who fhail bc found alive 
at judgment ? Of the latter, Paul faith, “ Behold, 1 fhew you 
a myfterys we fhall not all fleep, but we fhall all be changed 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.”—Is not this a 
myftery—as really fo as the doétrine of the Trinity ? Can 
we any more comprehend the one than theother? Is it to be 
accounted for on principles of reafon and philefophy ? And 
fhall we reje& this, or any other doétrine, becaufe above rea- 
fon; and fay it cannot be true becaufe we are unable to com- 
preherd it? Wecannot “ find out of the Almighty unto 
perfection.” Godis greater than man. He fees through and 
perfe&tly underftands thefe things which, to the human mind, 
are enveloped in thick darknefs ; and by his unlimited power 
he is able to accomplifh all his purpofes. God can as eafily 
change, in a moment, a natural to a {piritual bedy, as he can 
will to de it—and he knows perfegily well how all things were 
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made of nothing, and underftands his own eternal exiftence 
underived and uncaufed, though in view of thefe the humaa 
mind is loft and bewildered.—So, by his infinite underftand - 
ing, God is able to fee through the doétrine of the Trinity, 
and know it is true, though to us it be an incomprehentibie 
myttery. 

Shall we deny one doctrine of the Bible, and pronounce it 
inconfiftent and contradi€tory, while we acmit others equally 
myfterious and incomprehenfibie ? This will be degrading to 
our own underitanding, as well as reproachful to the infinite 
God. While we are not to explain or inveftigate ihe doc- 
trine of the Trinity, for there is nothing in the nature of 
creatures by which it can be illuftrated, we are to ad- 
mit it aS true onthe credit of divine revelation ;—elpeci- 
ally fo, fince it is neither a violation of reafon, nor acon- 
tradiction in terms. If we eftablifh it asa maxim, to admit 
no doctrine but what we can explain, on principles of reafon 
and human philofophy we may deny the doGirine cf the Tri- 
nity. And on this principle we fhall deny many other lead- 
ing truths of fcripture. On this principle, indeed, we thall 
diicard and deny may things, which we know did exift, in 
the natural world—-Yea, this principle lays the bafis of infi- 
delity, and, if purfued, leads a fhort and eafy way to a deni- 
al of the whole fcheme of Chriftianity. 

It may be fuitable before thefe remarks are clofed, to notice 
fome of the dangerous eonfequences of denying the dodtrine 
ofthe Trinity ; or admitting the force of any objection a- 
gainft it. 

1. If we deny the doctrine of the Trinityin unity, it isa 
denial of the divinity of Chrift. If there be not three divine 
perfons exifting in ene God, the divinty of Chirft muft be 
given up—it cannot be fupported on any other ground. If 
we allow that diftin@ perfonality conftitutes dittinct being, 
when applied to God, then of courfe, Jefus Chrift is a dif- 
tinct being, and, therefore, not a divine perfon; for there can 
be but one God.—-However many and plain the paflages of 
ferioture in favour of the divinity of Jefus Chrift, yet if the 
dodtrine of the Trinity be not true, thefe paflages have been 
mifapprehended ; He is but a mere man, and the faith of the 
ereateft part of the Chriftian church, for ages paft, hath reft- 
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z. A denial of this doétrine deftroys the atonement of 
Chrift. If Chrift be not a divine perfon, then there is no 
more vaiue or merit, in his obedience and fufferings, than in 
the obedience and fufferings of any other good man. If Chrift 
be only a creature, then all the advantage we can derive from 
him is an example of mecknefs, patience and fubmiflion ; all 
which we have in Job, Stephen and many fince their day,— 
‘The merit or fufferings of Chrift, or his obedence unto death, 
arifes not from the quantum or degreeof his fufferings, though 
they were beyond a parallel, but from the dignity cf his per- 
fon. The value of the obedence and fufferings of Chrift is 
in proportion to the dignity of his perfon, and fo lays a fure 
foundation for hope to finners. But take away the divinity 
of Chrift and the infinite value of the faerifice fails, and, of 
courfe, our atonement fails to the ground. 

. If the doétrine of the Trinity in unity be difproved, and 
thefe other do&trines fail with it, then all the difking uithing 
doctrines of the Bible are deftroyed. If Chrift be not a di- 
vine perfon, and there is nothing in his atonement, then from 
the holy fcriptures we have no hope of a gracious'forgivenels. 
The doétrine of the atonement runs through the whole Bible. 
Itis the fum of all the promifes, types and prophecies of the Old 
Teftament. It is the foundation of all the warnings, invi- 
tations and promifes of Chriftand the apofties. This, in 
connexion with the real divinity of Chrift, which as a gold- 
en thread runs through the whele revelation, is a coétrine to 
which all the truths of the Bible ultimately point, and in 
which they centre. This employed the counfels of di. 
vine wifdom and goodnefs from cternity. This brought 
Cuxrist Jesus THE Lorp from heaven to take a body of 
fieth, and dwell for a feafon amongmen. This isclofely con- 
nected with the great truth exprefled by Jobn ia the firft e- 
piftle, v. 7. For there are three that bear record in heaven, 
the Father, the Word and the Holy Ghoft, and thefe three 
are one. It becomes us then to liften with caution to artful 
deceivers, and guard againft the {pecious objections that 
are raifed againft the doctrine of three perfons in ene God. 
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A BRIEF ACCOU NT 
Or tHE REVIVALS or RELIGION 


Which have taken place in the Congregation of Chartiers, in 
Wafpington County, Pennfylvania. 

TOOK the charge of this congregation in Novembery 

1788.” They were then few in number, yet among them 
God and fome of his chofen ones, who continued praying for the 
fuccefs of the gofpel. For three years I continued labouring 
among them without much apparent fuccefs, except that they 
became more regular in their attendance on public ordinances, 
and the worfhip of God was fet up in fome families where it 
had heretofore been neglected. 

The firft remarkable feafon of the out-pouring of the Spi- 
rit which we enjoyed in this congregation, began about the 
middle of December 1785. Ie made its firft appearance a- 
mong a few who met together for focial worfhip on the even- 
ing of a thankfgiving day, which had been appointed by Con- 
grefs. This encouraged us to appoint other meetings for the 
fame purpofe on Sabbath evenings; and the appearances ftill 
increafing, Sabbath night focieties were centinued, with but 
little interruption, for nearly two years. It was then ufual 
to fpend the whole night in religious exercifes, nor did the 
time feem tedious, for the Lord was there, and his work went 
pleafantly on. Many were pricked to the heart with ceep 
convictions, and a goodly number, we hope, were brought to 
clofe the happy match with precious Chrift, At the firft fa- 
cramental occafion after the work began, forty-fave were add- 
ed to the church, maay of whom continue «ntil this day, 
bringing forth the fruits of righteoufnefs, and filling important 
@flices in the church; and many, we believe, are gone to 
glory. 

_ Daring this feafon, though crying out was pretty common, 
infemuch that the fpeaker’s voice was fometimes almoft 
drowned, yet falling down was not common. I know but of 
four perfons who were thus exercifed, three of whom are alive, 
and have manifefted by their lives and converfations ever 
fince, that they have experienced a real change of heart: the 
other lived like a chriftian, and died triumphantly. This time 
of refrefhing continued, in a greater or lefs degree, until the 
year 1794. Uponevery facramental oceafion during this pe- 
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354 Revival of Relizion 


ried, numbers were added to the church, who gave comforta- 
ble evidence of their having obtained a faving change of heart. 
Butas I neglected to keep a regilter of their names, | cannot 
now afcertain their number. 

The mext remarkable feafon of the out-pouring of God’s 
Spirit, was in the year 1795. This however was not very 
extenfive, nor of Jong continuance. Yet during this feafon 
about Afty were added to the chureh, moft of whem continue 
to manifeft, by their walk and converfation, that they have 
experienced a genuine work of divine grace upon their fouls, 
and fome of them are now fucce(sful minifters of the gofpel ; 
though there are fome lamentable inftances of apoftacy. 

In the {pring of the year 1799, the Lord again gracioufly 
revived his work in this congregation. Many were at once 
awakened toa ferious concern about their immortal fouls, and 
made to enquire the way to Zion with their faces thither- 
ward, weeping as they went. Of thofe who were then awak- 
ened, about fixty have fince joined the church, and made a 
public profeffion of religion. ‘This revival, as well as that in 
¥794, was carried on without much external appearance, ex- 
cept a folemn attention to, and filent weeping under the 
preaching of the word. Yet I know of three perfons whe 
were exercifed in the fame manner as has been fo commen at 
the prefent day. 

From that time until the fall of 1802, religion was evident- 
ly on the decline; for though fome were every year added to 
the church, yet they were generally fuch as had deen brought 
under ferious impreflions in 1799, and there were few or none 
newly awakened. Sinners became more bold in fin, and floods 
ef vanity and carnality appeared likely to carry all before 
them. Even the pious themfelves becane very weak and 
feeble in the caufe of Chrift, and mueh buried in the world, 
infomuch that when God returned to build up Zion in the 
moft remarkable manner we ever were witnefles to, it might 
in truth be faid, “« we were as men that dream.”? Many ftood 
aftonifhed, not knowing what to make of it; and but few 
were prepared to meet the Lord and bid him welcome. 

This work differs from former revivals only in this, that 
the body is more generally affected. It is no unufual thing 
to fee perfons fo entirely deprived of bodily ftrength, that 
they will fall from their feats, or off their feet, and be as una- 
ble to help themfelves as a new borachild, I have feen fome 
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lie in this condition for hours,who yet fay that they could hear 
every thing that was fpeken, and felt their minds more com- 
pofed, and more capable of attending to divine things, than 
when their bodies were not thus affected. As far as 1 have 
been acquainted, the bodily exercife has never preceded, but 
always followed upon the ming’s being deeply impreficd with 
a fenfe of fome divine truth. Their fins of life have been fet 
before them, and they have alfo had a great fenfe of their fins 
of heart; their hardnefs of heart, their enmity againft that 
which is gocd, and pronenefs to all evil; and alfo of the worth- 
leflnefs of their own religious performances, their prayers, 
praifes, and all they did in religion, It has been a common 
thing for perfons to have fuch a fenfe of their own finfulnefs, 
that chey have thought themfelves to be the chief of finnersy 
that none were ever fo vile as they, and that God would be 
juft in banifhing them eternally from his prefence, and in- 
flicting upon them the dreadful punifhment of their aggras 


vated iniquities. They have alfo been deeply affected with a 


fenfe of their ignorance and blindnefs, and fo of their extreme 
need of the divine pity and help. A number have alfo been 
brought to a clear conviétion of the truth and certainty of the 
great things of the gofpel; toa firm perfuafion that Jefus 
Carift is the Son of God,and the only Saviour of loft finners; 
that the great do€trines of the gofpel refpeCting reconciliation 
by his blood, acceptance in his righteoufnefs, and eternal life 


and falvation through him, are matters of undoubted truth, 
together with a moft affe@fing fenfe of the excellency and fuf- 


ficiency of this Saviour, the glerious wifgdam and grace fhi- 
ning in this way of falvation, of the wonders of Chrift’s dying 
love, and the fincerity of Chrift in the invitations of the goi- 
pel; producing a fweet reft of foul in Chrift as a glorious 
Saviour, accompanied with an adoring and exalting apprehen- 
fion of the glory of the divine perfe@tions; with a feniible, 
firong and fweet love to God, and delight in him, far furpafi- 
ing all temporal delights, or earthly pleafures; and a reft 
of foul in him as a fatisfying portion, attended with an abhor- 
rence of fin, and felf-loathing on the account of it, and ear- 
nett longings of foul after more holinefs and conformy to 
God, with a fenfe of their great need of divine aftiftance in 
order to holinfefs of life ; together with a moft dear love to all 
that are fupoofed to be the children of God, a love to mankind 
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356 Conver fion and Death sf a Secinian. 


in general, and a moft fenfible, tender compaffion for the fouls 
of iinneis, and earneft defires for the advancement of Chrift’s 
kingdom inthe world. 

When thefe and fuch like effects are produced, we cannot 
doubt a moment whofe work this is. We mult reject the 
word of God, not only in fome particular paflages, but in the 
fubitance of it, if we reje@ fuch a work as not being the 
work of God. The whole tenor of the gofpel proves it; ail 
the notions of religion which the fcripture gives us, confirm 
rf, 

Sinee this work began in this congregation, fifty-two have 
been admitted to the Lord’s table, thirty-two of whom have 
been the fubjects of bodily exercife. A number yet continue 
under folemn impreffions ; and fome, we hope have been 
brought to clofe with Chrift, who have not yet ventured te 
make a public profeffion of his religion. Among thofe whe 

ave been the fubjects of this work, there are a few confider- 
ly advanced in years, but by far the greater part are young 
perfons. There are alfoa great number who, for a time, were 


ferioufly exercifed, and raifed the hopes of their pious friends, 
who have quenshed the motions of God’s Spirit, and return- 
ed with the dog to kis own vomit, and with the fow to her 
wallowing in the mire ; whofe cafe appears almoft hopelefs, 
and who, we fear, will ere long have to take up that fad 
lamentation, “ The harveft is paft, the fummer is ended, and 


we are not faved,”’ 


Foun M‘MILLAN, 
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CONVERSION anv DEATH ora SOCINIAN. 


; To the Editor of the London Evangelical Magazine. 
IR, 
HE Lord has been pleafed lately to exercife me with an 
awful and affe&ting difpenfation in a certain perfon, a 
hearer in my congregation, juft on the point of admiffion into 
church-fellowfhip; who, to the great aftonifhment and grief 
of both church and congregation, renounced the Faith, and 
embraced Socinianifm. So eagerly did he drink in the doc- 
trine of Socinus, that he foon forfook the means of grace, and 
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‘became a warm difputant, reafoning with all that he judged 
capable of improvement, as he ftyled it, with a view to bring 
them into his error; but the gracious Lord prevented him 
from feducing any. I iaboured much to recover him to the 
truth, but in vain. At length the Lord caft him on a bed ef 
affliction, and I felt a ftrong impreffion of mind to converfe 
with him. 1 accordingly made feveral attempts to gain ac- 
cefs unto him, but without fuccefs. 

Being on my miffionary fervice in the country, one night I 
was much diftarbed in my fleep, and awaked many times with 
ftrong imaginations that fome perfon wanted me. I refolved 
to return home in the morning, and when | got to my door, 
a meflenger from the above-mentioned perfom came up to 
me, requelting my attendance at his houfe immediately ; and 
I found that this meflage had been repeated at my houfe for 
three or four days fucceffively. Accordingly I went, and up- 
on my entering his room he cried out, “* Oh, Mr. S. 1 have 
thought you long in coming to fee me; but why, hew could 


I think you would come at all?” He ordered the chamber to. 


be cleared of the company, and intreating me to fit down by 
him, thus addreffed me: “ On Sir, what muft I do? Can there 
be any hope for fuch a finneras lam!” In the multitude of 
my thoughts within me, to know whether the Lord was in 
this or not, I was ata lofs what to reply ; but he feon difco. 
vered my agitation, and prevented me by entering into a clear 
and full confeffion of his fin, and making an humble recanta- 
tion of his error; afluring me that his mind had never been at 
peace, fince he forfook the houfe of God; and that the no- 
tions he had imbibed hadigifed up his foul, and made him now 
miferable, “ Oh my wicked, my foolifh vain heart ! (faid 
he) to believe that book, which undervalued my Lord, and fed 
the pride of my heart! I was not content with divine Reve- 
lation, but greedily ran after the carnal reafoning of men of 
cerrupt minds, therefore, [ am brought into this awful ftate, 
becaufe, | have renounced the Gofpel, forfaken the houfe of 
God, and denied the Lord Jefus Chrift. After all this, can 
there be any hope for me? Do you, Sir, find any light, or any 
Comfort for me?’’—Here, the Lord opened my mouth, and’ 
I fpake the word of God; alfo in prayer, I found great liber. 
ty and hepe in his falvation, all which be received with fuch 
lively emotions ef joy and ferrow, that convinced me the 
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Lord was at work with his foul. After much converfation 
on the nature of his fin, the infinite precioufnefs of Jefus 
Chrift, the efficacy of his bleod, the fufficiency of his righte. 
oufneis, and the grace and glory of Godin accer ting finners, 
backfliders, and even, deniers of his Son, when brought toa 
juft fight and fenfe of themfelves ; and who by faith and re. 
pentance, feek unto God for falvation through fefus Chrift 
alone, he appeared much comforted, and here I left him; but 
it was not long before he fent for me again, as he could not be 
fatishied without fome further converfation on the fubjed 
of his acceptance with God. On my return, he cried out, 
“Ob! Mr. S. be not offended at me, for fending fo foen for 
you, How muft [ be faved? Will God accept of me, indeed, 
in this way which you mentioned?” I replied “ Yes:” | 
did not doubt but the Lord had accepted him. “Oh! (faid 
he) I have found him—I have got fome hold of him, but 
want more ; Oh! I do, I do believe in Jefus Chrift as the true 
God, and eternal life. Can you, fir, with your views of me, 
2dminifter the Lord’s Supper to me? Oh! I wifh to take it, 
‘and thus to fealin my death, that Jefus Chrift is God, and that 
he loved me.””, On my intimating to him my fears, that ma- 
ny perfons when they apprehended themfelves ina dying ftate, 
with for the Sacrament, as a qualification for heaven; he im- 
mediately replied, “ Yes, I know it: but Jefus is my quali- 
fication alone, and as I have fo fhamefully denied him before 
men, I muft retraét all, and fhew the world that I do believe 
in Jefus Chrift, and rely upon him alone for eternal Ife.”"— 
I gave him the ordinance, and it jeag.a good time indeed ; he 
cried with a loud voice, “ Lord is, I come unto thee, I 
flee unto thee, I embrace thee; I eat, I drink this bread and 
wine in remembrance of thee; come Lord Jefus come.”— 
Being now almoft exhaufted, he bowed himfelf in his bed, 
and fell afleep in Jefus, a few hours after my departure from 
him. 

N. B. This perfon was a man of good natural abilities, and 
of becoming morals among men, May the Lord fanétify the 
relation of thefe fats unto his glory, and to the reclaiming 
thofe who have fallen from their ftedfaftnefs, is the prayer of 


your humble fervant, 
W. 5. 








‘ed body as weil as foul, to his fervice. 
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We would fee Fefus;” John xii. 21.—A Fragment. 
T WOULD fee Fefus in profperity, that her fafcinating light 


may not lead me to a dreadful precipice; but that his 
good Spirit may whifper to my heart the noble inducements 
Chriftians have to devife liberal things; that I may ever be 
faying, “ What am I, O Lord, that thou fhouldft put it into 
my heart to do thefe things, when the earth is thine and the 
fulnefs thereof ? It is but thine own which [ return unto thee.”” 

I would fee Fefus in adverfity, becaufe he is a friend bern 
for fuch a ftate ; becaufe when all the fallacious props of hap- 
pinefs give way, his fingle name alone fupports the building. 
J would fee Jefus in adverfity, that | might order my caufe 
before him, for he has all power in heaven and on earth, and 
eafily can arrange future events, fo as to throw luftre on the 
darkeft circum ftances. 

I would fee Fefus in health, that I may turn at his -gentleft 
reproof; that 1 may not be full and forget God, but be devot- 


I would fee Fefus in fickuefs, becaufe he healeth all my dif- 
eafes; he alone difpenfes the balm of Gilead, he alone is the 
phyficiam there. 

I would fee ‘Fefus in ordinances; for what are ordinances, 
deftitute of him?’ As the body without the fpirit ts‘ dead, fo 
are ordinances without Chrift. He fhews himfelf through the 
lattices, he appears in his beauty, he is as the dew unto Ifrael, 
as the fhadow of a great rock in a weaty land; his people fit 
under its fhade with great delight; bis fruit is pleafant unto 
their tafte. They fay continually in ordinances, “ Make hafte, 
O my beloved, be thou likera young hart upon the mountains.” 

I would fee Fefusin facial intercourfe; for what are the charms 
of friendfhip ? What the refinements of tafte ? ‘What the 
pleafures of converfation? Are they not all unfatisfying and 
delufive, unlefs fanétified by the grace of this Redeemer ? 

I would fee Fefus in my own heart, as Lord of its affe€tions, 
of its purpofes, of its pleafures—as the grand mover of its 
hopes and fears, the author of its exiftence and happinels. 

I would fee Fefus in death, as the Sun of Righteoufnefs, 
whole beams in the darkeft momentcan fpread light and heal - 
ing. I would liften to his voice, faying, “ To him that over- 
cometh will I give to eat of the tree of life.”—“ Fear not, I 
have the keys of hell and of death.” Arife, O thou wearied 
follower of thy crucified Lord, and enter into thy reft. 
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360 Poetry. 

I would fee ‘Fefus in glory; for what is heaven itfelf without 
him? But when we fhall fee him as he is, then foall we be like 
him, and be forever happy in his prefence, mR. 
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THe COMFORTS anv HOPES or true GOSPEL. 


1, FESUS, thy children here below, 

Thy love by {weet experience know : 
Faith in thy word thy glory fees, 
And lives upon thy premiles. 


2. Sometimes while prayer employs our tongues, 
Or while to thee we raife our fongs, 

Thy fmiling face unveil’d appears, 

And pleafure banifhes our fears. 


3. Sometimes while fitting round thy board, 
We tafte the bounties of our Lord, 

On wings of love our fpirits rife, 

And heav’n begins below the fkies. 


«.. Yet oft 2 gloomy, tedious night 
Hides our Beloved frem our fight ; 
Bereft of all our joys we mourn, 
Till thou, our, Morning Star, return. 


5. With longing eyes thy throne we view, 
Fain would we bid this earth adieu: 

We would from fiefh and fin be free, 

And dwell forever, Lord, with thee. 


6. When hall that day, bleft Jefus, come? 
When wilt thou take thine exiles home ? aor 
Ob, when fhall angels bear away re 
Our weary fouls to endlefs day. oa 
7. Roll on in hafte, ye mournful years, 
Till God fhall wipe away our tears ; 

‘Thien on our dear Redeemet’s breaft, 


We fhall enjoy eternal ref, 


